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Fall 2010 Journalism Program

Governor Jason Foss

Journalism Program Administrator

Attorney General Amber Buker

Editor In Chief

Deputy Attorney General Jacob Briggs


     Selected students will be given the chance to participate in the fast-paced and hands-on learning experience that is the O.I.L. Journalism Program.  Participants will be reporting on the various aspects of the best mock legislature in the nation while developing their skills and pushing their journalistic abilities to the max.
     O.I.L. journos have a wide variety of opportunities to learn about the intricacies of state government.  They will watch the political process unfurl as student-authored legislation goes from creation to final passage.  They will cover press releases and look for the inside stories in a politico-social realm that belongs completely to the college students of the state of Oklahoma.

     O.I.L. journalists will also learn to work on deadlines.  The program revolves around the production of “The O.I.L. Reporter,” which releases regular issues throughout session.  Participants will hone interviewing skills, understanding of statutory legalese , and self-motivated directives.  
     Most importantly, the O.I.L. experience is fun and engaging!  Life-long friends are made at O.I.L. as well as bonds with organization alumni and current state leaders.  Journalists participate with delegations from their own schools and compete as a group to win points for the coveted Best Delegation Award.  

1) Must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5. 

2) Must have taken at least one (1) mass communication course in which media style writing was assigned, or have taken two (2) semesters of composition-centered English courses.
3) Must be approved by and meet the membership requirements of your school’s O.I.L. delegation.  If your school is not sending a delegation to session, this requirement may be waived.  Please address concerns such as these to the Attorney General. 

4) We ask that journalism participants attend their school’s delegation meetings so that they will be more fully prepared for the O.I.L. experience.
5) Journalism program competitors will be considered members of their school’s delegation and are subject to a registration fee, which will be handled through delegation leadership.  Other fees may apply.


     O.I.L. Journalism competitors will have a wide range of events to cover while at session.  Some of the assignments journalists can expect include covering:

-Committee Meetings

-House and Senate business while in session 

-Mock press conferences 

     Participants will be expected to contribute to the daily publications of “the O.I.L. Reporter” with columns, news releases, interviews, and other relative publications.

     A new aspect of the competition includes a photography competition.  Journalists with photography experience are encouraged to take quality photos of ongoing O.I.L. events.  Any photos submitted will be considered for the photography award.  
     

     All aspects of competition will be judged according to a judging rubric which will be made available to all participants on the first evening of competition at program orientation.


     Journalism participants will be covering session from gavel to gavel.  Session dates are from November 3rd through the 7th.  Please check with your delegation and university to request to be excused from class for those dates.  
     While at session, everyone will be busy.  Our working hours are typically from 9am-9pm.  However, the news never sleeps so be prepared to be flexible in variation with assignments and deadlines.

     Housing, meals, and transportation are the responsibility of individuals and their delegations.  Arrangements are usually made as a delegation; however, if you are not traveling with a school please direct questions regarding hotel registration to the Secretary of State, Shane Williams.

     Please submit the attached application form, completed, along with at least ONE (1) but no more than THREE (3)writing samples of your best written material (this material can be published independently or be the result of a non-journalistic writing.)

     Please submit all application materials in ONE (1) ENVELOPE to the Attorney General, Amber Buker by Friday, October 1st, 2010.   Any questions or comments can also be directed to the Attorney General by any of the following means:
amberbuker@yahoo.com
1403 Trimble Tahlequah, OK 74464

(918) 708-2024 Call/TXT 


          The Office of the attorney general will review all materials submitted for each applicant.

           Applicants are advised to keep copies of their application materials, as O.I.L. is not responsible for      materials lost/damaged in the mail.  

          All materials are for the confidential and sole use of the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature and the Office of the Attorney General.  Application material will not be returned.  

          The Journalism Competition will accept 12-15 qualified students to participate in the program.

          All applicants will be notified of their application status by Monday, October 18th, 2010.  Applicants will be notified by email.  


Last Name
First Name

             


Middle Initial

Current Mailing Address

City, State ZIP

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________                                              ________________________________

Phone



Email

College/University Currently Attending




Major/Minor 

________________________________ 



________________________________

Cumulative GPA



Class Rank

Please List Areas of Expertise:

Awards, Achievements, and Activities (may attach addendum):

REMINDER:
Mail all application materials including

· Completed Application

· No Less than ONE (1) and No More then THREE (3) Writing Samples

· Any Necessary Addendums 

To Amber Buker at 

1403 Trimble Tahlequah, OK 74464

By October 1st , 2010

Good Luck and We Look Forward to Meeting You!

__________________________________

Amber E. Buker, Attorney General of the

Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature
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