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O.I.L. Honors Fallen Soldier 

By A. Chase (OSU) 
House  and  Senate  delegates  adorned 
yellow  ribbons  today  in  honor  of 
Veteran’s Day, with one specific soldier 
in  mind.  House  concurrent  resolution, 
No.  RSU‐701,  was  brought  before  the 
Senate  Friday  morning  for  final 
passage.  The  resolution  was  to  give 
fallen  soldier,  Christopher  Horton, 
honorary membership to the Oklahoma 
Intercollegiate Legislature.  Horton was 
not only a soldier. To delegates, he was 
the  husband  of  a  former  senator.  
(Continues on pg. 5). 
 

GLBT Bill Passes the House 
By J. Dorsey (ORU) 

On  Friday  Night,  Representative  Kylie 
Cooper  and  Senator  Wesley  Horton  of 
Southern  Nazarene  University 
reintroduced  the  “Equality  on  Every 
Campus” act which originally called  for 
private  colleges  and  universities  to 
include  sexual  orientation  into  their 
non‐discrimination  statements. 
However,  after  being  sent  to  rules 
committee  the  co‐authors  changed  the 
requirement  from  privately  owned 
campuses  to  those  that  are  federally 
owned and funded. After much question 
and  debate,  the  bill  passed  after  a 
majority voice vote. 
(Continued on pg. 2) 
 
 
 

 
O.I.L. Sudoku 

 
 
A Retraction From the Editor 

After a snippy discussion, it has come to 
my  attention  that  yesterday’s  article 
“And  Introducing  Governor  Williams” 
contained  a  quote  that  was 
inappropriately  attributed  to  Governor 
Williams. In fact, said quote should have 
been  attributed  to  the  respectable 
Lieutenant  Governor  Brandon  Mikael.
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(GLBT,  continued)  The  reworked  bill 
would make it illegal for public colleges 
and universities to discriminate against 
students  based  on  the  sexual 
orientation  of  the  student.  The 
controversial bill written by Horton and 
edited  by  Cooper  was  conceived  after 
an  incident  with  the  administration  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year.  The  co‐
authors  said  that  the  bill  came  out  of 
personal  experience  of  discrimination 
against homosexuality on their campus. 
During  their  original  author’s 
explanation Thursday, Sen. Horton said, 
“It doesn’t matter if you’re gay, straight, 
lesbian,  Catholic,  Baptist,  or  Buddhist, 
what  matters  is  that  you  get  equal 
treatment  in  the  state  of  Oklahoma.”  
Cooper  continued,  “Just  because  two 
universities  have  a  policy  on  it  [sexual 
orientation]  doesn’t  make  it  law…it  is 
baby  steps  if  it  passes here  then  it  can 
go to the senate and gender identity can 
be  added  and  clarified,  but  for  now 
please pass this bill.” The bill received a 
majority  voice  passing  the  piece  of 
legislation.  Sen.  Horton  expressed  his 
relief  after  session  adjourned  saying  “ 
Even  though  we  aren’t  passing  real 
legislation  the  House  made  me  proud 
tonight.” He also continued on how this 
legislation  can  help  prevent  and  lower 
gay  suicide  rates.  The  previous  night 
Sen.  Horton  spoke  on  how  big  of  an 
issue this type of legislature is yet being 
passed  over  in  many  states,  “It’s  very 
prevalent and heated issue in American 
society today…if you’re not going to talk 
about  it,  leave  the  senate,  leave  the 
house, because you’re in a key position 
to do something about it.” 
      

Moot Court Lowdown 
By M. Grady (NSU) 

Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature is 
not solely about the House, Senate or 
executive branch. OIL includes the third 
branch of government, the judicial, as 
well as the “fourth estate,” the media. 
While not every university sends 
delegates to these two competitions, the 
Moot Court competition remains 
competitive. “We initially had 20 sign up, 
11 have come to compete and nine are 
moving past the practice round,” said 
Chief Justice Sean Webb, At Large 
University graduate student with 15 stars 
who has been Chief Justice for three and a 
half years. There will be a semifinal, 
quarter-final and a final round. 
“We plot their scores and we look at what 
the difference is to determine the 
winners,” said Webb. “It will be hard to 
make a decision this time as they all came 
in with well-formed arguments, 
understanding of legal concepts and had 
clearly read the case precedents.”  
Incentives for schools to bring Moot 
Court competitors include a free Next 
Step Test Prep, a trophy and a six hour 
tutoring program. Every competitor 
receives a one hour tutoring session and a 
lapel. “Those who decide to stick with it 
can move up to the bench, having 
experience,” said Webb. “It is a setting 
where you are critiqued on your abilities 
and we try to suggest how to improve 
while maintaining a positive attitude 
because we want them to have 
background in law school and it looks 
good on a law school application.” 
Heavy research on case precedents is 
required, resulting in one case per 
semester. “I learned to handle multiple 
controversial topics in one case,” said 
Representative Akash Patel, University of 
Oklahoma sophomore, a two star and two 
time former Moot Court competitor. 
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Cruel & Unusual Committee 

By K. Good (ORU) 
Representative  Shayna  Daitch  is  the 
valorous  commander  in  a  war  against 
improper  decorum.    The  OU  delegate 
has  chaired  the  Cruel  and  Unusual 
Punishment  Committee  twice  before 
and has a long legacy of justly applying 
retribution to representatives who have 
been  caught  sleeping,  on  Facebook, 
putting  their  feet  on  the  desk,  and 
stepping on the seal of Oklahoma.  Rep. 
Daitch  and  her  vice  chair,  Anna  Facci, 
exacted  swift  justice  upon  three 
delegates  Friday  afternoon.    Christina 
Facci  (aka  “Little  Facci”)  and  Moses 
Barnes  were  caught  sleeping  in 
chambers  and  were  each  sentenced  to 
fifty  jumping  jacks.    Aba  Hammond,  a 
three time offender, was made to spoon 
with the seal of Oklahoma which she so 
maliciously  treaded  on.    When  asked 
what the most interesting punishments 
given  by  the  committee  have  been, 
Daitch  mentioned  two  specific 
instances.    The  first  was  when  Joe 
Sangriardi  was  instructed  to  “fist‐
pump;”  the  second  was  when  several 
people  had  stepped  on  the  seal  and 
were  made  to  sing  “Row,  Row,  Row 
Your  Boat”  while  they  acted  as  if  they 
were  a  rowing  team  circling  the 
chamber.  Representative  Daitch  said 
that the “Cruel and unusual punishment 
committee  is  a  time  honored  tradition 
of  OIL,  and  it’s  something  I  take  very 
seriously.  I will not rest until everyone 
who  has  defiled  our  great  seal  by 
stepping  on  it  is  punished  cruelly  and 
unusually.”  

 
Rep. Hammond “spoons” the Seal. 

 
Education for All 

By K. Petersen (TU) 
The  O.I.L.  House  of  Representatives 
passed  a  bill  Friday  offering  in‐state 
tuition  and  a  chance  to  apply  for 
scholarships  to  illegal  immigrants 
attending  state  colleges.  Based  on 
actual  pieces  of  legislation  in  various 
states  and  formerly  known  as  the 
“Oklahoma Dream Act,”  the  “Education 
for  All  Act”  was  presented  by  Rep. 
Akash  Patal  (OU).  It  allowed  students 
who entered the country at young ages 
to  get  funding  to  attend  public 
institutions.  Patal, whose  family  legally 
immigrated  from  Britain  when  he  was 
two,  said  that  difficulties  he 
experienced  in  seeking  admission  to 
college  inspired  him  to  write  the  bill. 
Patel  said  that  his  family  had  a  hard 
time  getting  residency  after  their  visas 
expired. He barely got his green card in 
time  to  apply  for  college,  and  said  that 
he  wanted  to  prevent  others  from 
facing  similar  problems.  “I'm  nothing 
but American,” Patal said. “All I want to 
do  is  to  go  into  Constitutional  law  and 
fix  the  injustices  that  corrupt  this 
country.”  This  bill  was  passed  with 
seven friendly amendments.  
(Continued on pg. 4) 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(Education,  continued)    Patal, who  is  a 
philosophy  pre‐law  major,  said  he 
wrote  it  in  one  day,  and  that  the 
amendments  were  needed  to  polish  it 
up.  Six  hostile  motions  were  defeated, 
including  one  that  would  have  limited 
the bill's coverage to those with visas or 
green  cards.  The  bill's  opponents 
portrayed  it  as  unfair  to  the  American 
taxpayer, saying that it rewarded illegal 
immigrants.    “It  cheats  people  who 
enter  the  country  legally,  become 
citizens  and  pay  their  taxes,”  said  Rep. 
Ross  Johndrow  (OSU).  Johndrow,  who 
debated against the bill, argued that the 
bill's  three‐year  residency  requirement 
was  insufficient.  “Three  years  is  not  a 
long  enough  time  to  consider  yourself 
born  and  raised  American,”  he  said. 
Proponents  painted  the  bill  as 
promoting  equal  rights  for  those  who 
had  no  choice  about  entering  the 
country.  Nonetheless,  controversy  was 
nearly  inevitable.    “In  the  beginning,  I 
had  doubts  about whether  it would  be 
successful, but by the end I was looking 
forward  to  the  final  vote,”  said  Rep. 
Kenzie  Jackson  (ORU), who  debated  in 
favor of the bill. Jackson, who described 
herself  as  generally  opposed  to  illegal 
immigration,  said  that  the  bill's 
requirement  that  students  apply  for 
citizenship  helped  convince  her  to 
support it. At the end of the day, though, 
the argument  for equality was perhaps 
the  most  critical  in  persuasion.  “Most 
people agree that education is a human 
right,”  said Patel.  “To deny  it  to people 
who want to be here and be citizens, is 
unreasonable.” 
 

Random Fact: 
Slamming hotel doors  late at night  is  a 
great  way  to  get  the  AG  to  release  a 
swarm of Africanized bees on you. 

Bowties By A. Chase (OSU) 
An  epidemic  is  sweeping  the  Senate.  It 
has  a  firm  hold  on  close  to  half  of  the 
body.  It  is  grabbing  delegates  by  the 
neck  and  not  letting  go,  literally. 
Bowties.  They  are  everywhere.  They 
catch  the  eye  with  their  bright  colors 
and  assorted  patterns.  They  defy  the 
common suit of  the 21st  century man.  . 
So  what  is  with  the  bowties?  One 
reason  could  be  because  of  a  long 
running tradition with the University of 
Oklahoma. According to Senator Forrest 
Bennett,  OU  has  normally  had  ‘Bowtie 
Saturdays’ among their delegation. Due 
to more senators wishing to participate, 
the  event  was  moved  to  Friday.  
“Sometimes,  we  get  contentious  in  the 
Senate,” Bennett said. “This way, we can 
be  like,  ‘Hey,  I  disagree  with  you  on 
everything, but you got a bowtie. I have 
a bowtie.’ It is a way to unify us.” Some 
may wonder  if  the  senators  are  trying 
to  make  a  political  statement  out  of 
their  bowties.  “I  believe  Senator Martz 
is.  ‘‘Merica’  I  believe  is  what  he  told 
me,”  Senator  Sean  Bader  said.  “I  think 
he is trying to pull a Colonel Sanders on 
us.” When asked earlier his take on the 
bowties,  Senator  Chris  Martz  simply 
stated that he was “too frat to care.” He 
was  later  unavailable  for  questioning. 
“They  make  you  look  like  a  classy 
Southern  gentlemen,”  Bennett 
remarked.  “You  also  see  them  all  over 
pop  culture.  I mean,  they  are on Glee!” 
“I  see  them  everywhere  on  OSU’s 
campus,”  Bader  said,  “and  now  I  see 
them  in  chambers.”  The  bowtie 
movement is spreading to the House as 
well.  Speaker  Sean  Bender  was  see 
sporting  his  own  bowtie  in  House 
chambers as well. 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(Soldier, continued) To some delegates, 
he was the husband of a friend, Jane 
Horton. The resolution was presented 
to Senate by Representative Philip 
Jackson, one of the legislation’s four 
writers. “I’m emotionally spent,” he said 
after presenting the resolution. “Jane 
was a good friend. We went to the same 
school.” During his presentation speech, 
Jackson described Christopher Horton 
as a “John Wayne character,” being a 
true American who was did his job 
right. Before a vote was taken, the 
former senator was let into the 
chambers. She had been sitting in the 
gallery. Senator Horton gave her thanks 
to the body, saying “she could not be 
more grateful.” As she left, a chorus of 
snaps came from the senators.  Many 
were her friends and former 
competitors. It was their way to show 
they cared. That statement was 
resounded when the Senate passed the 
resolution with a solemn role call vote. 
It was passed unopposed, with 24 
senator votes in It well. Many older 

senators were vey moved. “Today, of all 
days, was a great day to pass this 
resolution,” Senator Bennett, one of the 
writers, said. “What happened here 
today was a beautiful thing.” Above all, 
the writers hoped that this would help 
delegates remember why we celebrate 
days like Veterans Day. “We have lost 
14 soldiers from Oklahoma oversees,” 
Jackson stated. “It’s important that we 
remember them.” Representative 
Victoria Eno, who made the yellow 
ribbons that can be seen on the coats 
and blouses of delegates, believes that 
remembering our veterans is important 
for OIL members. “As young leaders, it 
is important to remember who gave us 
our freedom,” Eno said. “I wanted the 
ribbons to be a visual reminder.” 
Though Senator Bennett never knew 
Senator Horton’s husband personally, 
he hopes the resolution also helps 
delegates remember. “Many of us knew 
Jane,” he said, “so it hits closer to home. 
The resolution was a celebration of a 
true American life.” 

 
House of Fashion by J. Hrabak (ORU) 

Session  has  barely  begun  and  we  have  already  noticed  delightful  hits  and  major 
misses  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  majority  of  what  I  have  seen  are 
classified as either non‐chambers appropriate, not much effort, and total perfection.  

o “The Plain Jane” ‐ Not too much of an attention grabber with a khaki skirt, 
loose black top and stylish shoes; this outfit seems to be somewhat ordinary. 
This ensemble could be fixed up with more colors such as a navy blue and 
brown and one or more long simple necklaces rather than a loud scarf.  

o “Little Miss TOO Much Sunshine” ‐ A beautiful light pastel color dress 
completed with matching brown shoes was suitable for the house, but is 
easily overpowered by a neon colored cardigan, scarf, or tights.  A nice ivory 
or a darker color cardigan would suffice.  

o “Speechless Sophistication” ‐ A dark lavender conservative yet stylish halter 
top and a black pencil skirt stopping right above the knee completed with a 
leopard print partially pointy shoes and a tasteful bracelet to match is quite 
chic, but in order to be a part of the house, maybe put on a black or grey chic 
blazer. 


